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THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN WHEN USING 

SLANG LANGUAGE AT SMP PERMATABANGSA 

Sri Wida Harahap, M.Pd 

 

Lecture STIKes Binalita Sudama Medan 

 

Abstract  

Language is a tool of communication used to interact and communicative with each other. Language 

cannot develop in empty space and there is no society alive without language.There are different kinds of 

language when the people use it to communicative withother, one of them is Slang Language. Slang is 

something that everybody can recognize but nobody can define. The literal meaning of slang is a type of 

language consisting of words and phrases that are regarded as very informal, are more common in speech 

than writing, and are typically restricted to a particularly popular among teenagers and college students in 

general. Beside that, the men and women different in using slang language. They are different in style 

when different social class, and different groups.  

 

Kata Kunci:  Language, slang, men and women speech.  

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Sociolinguistics is the study or analysis of language in relation to society. Downes (1998) 

said that sociolinguistic is the branch of linguistics which studies just those properties of 

languages and languages which require reference to social, including contextual, factors in their 

explanation. From Downesexplanation, the simple meaning of Sociolinguistic is a study of 

relationship between language and society, it examines the way people use language in different 

social context and people signal aspects of their social identity. Holmes (2000) added that the 

way people talk is influenced by the social context in which they are talking. It matters who can 

hear us and where we are talking, as well as how we are feeling. The same message maybe 

expressed very differently to different people. We use different styles in different context in 

which it is used, solidarity between speaker and hearer, and people’s relative social status. 

Language Variation Language is a tool of communication used to interact and communicative 

with each other. Language cannot develop in empty space and there is no society alive without 
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language. Because language and society are related each other and it cannot be understood 

without each other. Saragih (2010) says language is fulfills human beings needs in that language 

functions for them to exchange, to represent and to organize their experience as members of the 

society. So, by using the language, people can also express the feeling and show the 

characteristics, even the personal identity. There are many ways to use language, and the way to 

use language is a variety. This variation is showed by linguistics differences in terms of sounds 

and structure. There are diferencesbetween the speech of men and women, diferent social 

classes, and differences between age groups. Kinds of Language Nichol (2013) says, a variety of 

terms ditinguish the kinds of language and vocabularies that exist outside the mainstream of 

standard, formal language. The following are words and phrases that denote specific ideas of 

language usage.  

 

1. Gender  

Talking about gender, we must be thinking about men and women. But actually there 

were lots of definitions from expert who explain what gender was.  Crowley &Himmelweit 

(1994: 6) stated that Gender refers to the differences between „women‟ and „men‟ which are 

socially constructed, whereas sex refers to the biological distinction between „females‟ and 

„males‟. In other page, they gave explanation that „Gender‟ refers to the way, in particular 

society, people are socially constructed to behave and experience themselves as „women‟ or 

„men‟. Besides Ning& Dai (2010: 127) stated that „Gender‟ refers to set of qualities and 

behaviors expected from a female or male by society. What is more, gender roles are learned and 

can be affected by factors such as education or economics. To me, this opinion had reinforced 

the first opinion above that gender was quality or behavior of male and female to distinguish 

their masculinity or feminist in society. Here the society had big influence to create female or 

male concept of gender. Other opinion was coming from Robeyns cited by Azizah (2012: 13) 

defined gender as follows: Gender is a social position that men and women occupy. A person 

belongs to a gender because she is thought to have certain bodily features that reveal her 

reproductive capacities. These bodily features function as markers for evaluating individuals as 

either men or women, and for justifying their respective social position. That statement explained 
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that gender was social setting which was including relation system, keeping grew in its function 

to define men and women or masculine and feminine as well as to arrange the relationship 

between people and society 

 

2. Slang  

Now days, the existence of slang already spread in society. Many people used it in their 

daily conversation. It was very interesting to know what slang deeply. There are many 

definitions of slang, Slang is as special kinds of „intimate‟ or in-group speech. Slang is a kind of 

jargon marked by its rejection of formal rules… slang is associated with peer group and gang 

speech, intentionally used to obtain some degree of secrecy. From this opinion, the researcher 

understood that slang was one of the kinds of the language which was growing up from some 

group or gang speech to distinguish them from another language. It also explained from the 

others expert related to definition of slang as newly language from group of people. Pei and 

Gaynor cited by Alwasilah (1985: 56) stated that: Slang is a style of language in common use, 

produced by popular adaptation and extension of the meaning of existing words and by coining 

new words with disregard for scholastic standards and linguistics principles of the formation of 

words; generally peculiar to certain classes and social or age groups.   

3. Kinds of Slang   

There are many types or kinds of slang are commonly used by society. But Eric Partridge 

cited by Hanggoro (2011: 10-20) mentioned 10 types of slang. Ten of them are:  

a. Cockney slang  

The term of the Cockney slang refers to working-class people in London, especially for 

east London. It often uses in reference to the Cockney accent. And Cockney slang is the 

brightest in England because it has a very pronounces accent. There are two kinds of 

cockney slang, at first, Cockney slang that spoken by educated and middle class people. 

At second, Cockney that used by the semi literate and illiterate people, it called as 

Cockney London of the street.  
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b. Public house slang  

Public house group of words and phrases makes up for the smallness of the recorded 

vocabulary by the nature of the subject. It is genial, cheery, materialistic, but not gross 

nor cynical.  

c. Workmen‟s slang This type has a link with the public house slang. It is very closely 

allied to tradesmen‟s slang and also considered by people‟s activity in working. Most of 

the users of workmen‟s slang are laborers either town and farm laborers.  

 

d. Tradesmen‟s slang  

In tradesmen‟s slang as in workmen‟s slang, some of words are related to origin slang 

and the users are the worker too, but the difference is the tradesmen‟s slang considers 

four as typical: tailors, butchers, chemist, and builders. Slang in art. 

 

e. Slang in commerce  

This type of slang is often used for commerce, because much of modern commerce 

depends on publicity, a firms needs that catchy phrase or rhymes that can impress the 

public. 

 

f. Society slang   

There is much slang in the colloquial speech of society, most of words soon disappear, 

but a considerable number of them make good their place in ordinary speech. Moreover, 

slang in society shows a joyously or jauntily over the object and the practice of 

slangster‟s own calling.   

 

g. Slang of commerce  

This slang used in trade the words are closely related to the trade of commerce. It is often 

use by businessmen, mostly used in stock exchange.  
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h. Slang in public school and university  

The slang that used in university is considerable different with public school slang, when 

boys leave school and go to the university, they need to drop the old slang and to 

mouldthemselves to the slang of the university. Growing boys and high spirited young 

fellows detest restraint of all kinds, and prefer making a dash at life in slang phraseology 

of their own to all the set forms and syntactical rules of alma mater.  

 

i. Slang in theatre In nineteenth century, the theater began to exercise a powerful influence 

on ordinary and interest spoken English and theatrical slang gradually gained a status in 

the first part. 

 

4. Language and Gender  

Women and men’s conversation was seen to mirror that of other relationships in society, 

such as the relationship between parent and child.There were also a large number of pieces of 

research into differences in the grammatical structures women and men use, as the traditional 

belief that women are more polite than men. As can be seen from the dates of these studies a 

great amount of important work was carried out in the seventies and early eighties.  Since then it 

has fallen to commentators such as Tannen (1990) to continue pushing this discussion forward, 

moving on from the simple issue of male dominance, to examine in greater detail the different 

style of speaker, irrespective of their gender, and also to examine the reactions of each gender, 

and what they expected of themselves, both as a speaker and the addressee.  Within Section 2 of 

this essay, a number of those studies already mentioned will be used to assist in the analysis of 

the data created for this essay, as the evidence is examined and the implications discussed.  

5. Men and Women Speech 

Men and women use language differently. Differences in the choice of vocabulary, 

grammatical patterns, prosodic means are distinct enough to speak of male and female speech 

styles. The existence of the two speech styles is the linguistic reflection of social relations: until 

recently men have exercised more power in society and the tendency is still rather strong. Men’s 

verbal behavior is more aggressive as it is supposed to demonstrate a position of dominance. 
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Women were assigned a submissive role both in the workplace and at home, which accounts for 

more co-operative and less aggressive female speech strategies. 

 

Some regular features of male speech strategies are : 

1. Initiating and receiving more verbal and non-verbal interaction than women; 

2. Introducing more topics while talking with other people;  

3. Interrupting and disputing more frequently; 

4. Giving monosyllabic responses; 

5. Ignoring another person’s remarks; 

6. Making one’s point directly, explicitly, and rationally; 

7. Being dogmatic; being reserved.  

 

Basic female speech strategies are:  

1. Supporting and maintaining conversation rather than initiating itby asking more 

questions, by encouraging the speaker to proceed, by responding more to other people’s 

remarks; 

2. Seeing more positive than males; 

3. Being verbose; 

4. Being emotive rather than objective; 

 

5. Being less dogmatic than males.  

While speaking, men rely more on the lexical and grammatical systems; alongside these 

two, women make effective use of the prosodic system − their pitch range is usually wider than 

men’s, stress patterns are more distinct. As to vocabulary and syntactic structures, men tend to 

use slang, obscene words, terms, simple, sometimes incorrect sentences. Women are likely to use 

effect and emotively charged words, exclamations, intensifiers (so, such, etc.), diminutive forms 

and terms of endearment, deferential forms, socially prestigious lexical and syntactic forms, 
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forms of politeness, tag questions, coordinate and subordinate syntactic structures. These are but 

the most general features of male and female styles of speech.. 

 

6. Conclusion 

In addition, in communication, gender may influence the use of slang words which 

indicates that male students to use slang words more than females. Gender had big influence 

on slang language used by students. Whether male and female students were consider with 

whom they spoke to. Male were freely to speak slang language with the same gender (male 

also) and female preferred to speak slang language also with female (same gender). From 

those explanation, the researcher concluded that slang language which were used by male 

and female students influenced with some factors, not only situation and condition included 

the place, the feeling, formal or informal, but also related to with whom they spoke to and 

also consider about the politeness and the age of people around. 
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